
The current government is a federal parliamentary representative democratic republic, where the president is elected by parliament.  The legislation is a bicameral parliament, bicameral meaning that there are 2 houses of legislation.  South Africa’s consist of the National Council of Provinces and the National Assembly.  

The current Constitution of South Africa went into effect on February 3rd, 1997, but is still being implemented in phases.

The National Assembly, or the lower house, has 400 members and is elected proportional to population of the various regions of South Africa.  Half the members are selected from nationwide party lists and the other half are selected from party lsits from each province.  The leader of the majority party in this lower house has the position of President.
The National Council of  Provinces, or the upper house has 90 members.  10 are appointed from each South African province regardless of population.  Elections for representatives to both house occur every 5 years.

Currently, South African politics are dominated by the African National Congress, or the ANC, which received nearly 70 percent of the vote in the most recent election.  It’s stiffest competition comes from the Democratic Alliance party which received 12.4 percent of the vote in the 2004 election.
The African National congress has been the ruling party since 1994 and has further established its majority in ensuing elections. They currently own 274 of the 400 seats in the National Assembly.    It’s leader in the first South African fully-democratic elections of 1994 was Nelson Mandela, a prominent anti-Apartheid activist.  Mandela served as President from 1994-1999. 
The current President of South Africa is Thabo Mbeki who was elected in 1999, and later in 2004. 
Other South African political parties include the Inkatha Freedom party, which represents mainly Zulu voters, and the independent democrats, which together accumulated less than 10 percent of the vote in the most recent elections.

In 1994 when the new election procedures began, South Africa was redivided into 9 provinces.  These provinces are generally much smaller in an effort to give local governments more resources to distribute over the areas.

The third part of the South African Government is and independent judiciary. The Constitutional court is the highest court for hearing constitutional issues while the Supreme Court of appeals is the highest for non-constitutional matters.
It is true that the transition of South Africa from apartheid to a democratic society has been peaceful and efficient but many challenges still lay ahead.
