Legacy Statement

As the head whip for the Republican party, I think I did an extremely fine job after a rocky start.  Though I originally ran for the floor leader position, I think in the end I may have been better suited for head whip.  On the whole, our party was better organized and more prepared than the democrats.  Unfortunately this did not pay off in the votes but we still did a nice job of running things.


My advice for future whips would be to make sure you can agree with your floor leader.  Once you know you can work together the rest is easy.  You really are responsible for the most at full session, and with that comes a lot of work.  However, it is not possible to over prepare.  Start by familiarizing yourself with the entire legislation.  I felt that having a copy of each bill with me, read over and cited, at full session was extremely helpful.  By reading over the bills you can find a lot of things in the wording that can help your cause.  Don’t, however get too into detail as people vote more on the issue than on the bill.  Also, if something comes up on the context of a bill, it helps to have it there with you.  If anything, I felt I was under-organized.  The more organized you are with your bills the easier it will be to deal with them on the fly in full session when time is of the essence.

It’s also important to prepare yourself to make quick decisions on the floor, even if they might upset some people.  In the end you have to do what’s best for the party as a whole.  You might make a bad choice when you receive some information from someone, but just use your best judgment and do not be indecisive because time is certainly of the essence.


It is definitely a difficult job but very fulfilling.   I felt I did it right, was well organized and represented the party and myself well.  Certainly Mr. Murray, as good as he was at his job, would have been lost without me.

