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HB-25 Gays in the Military


I am in full opposition of house bill #25, which will grant homosexuals full participation in the military.  The bill states that all homosexuals will not be segregated in the military.  This idea undermines the basic principals of training in effect in parts of our armed forces.  Currently, basic training is often segregated by gender in order to reduce sexual tension to allow for an optimal training environment.

 Though the branches of our military differ, all of them share a similar goal for basic training; to instill discipline.  Good order and discipline are two of the most important things for a unit to achieve it’s goal.


Currently, the Army, Air Force and Navy have mixed gender basic training, though recruits are housed on separate floors or different parts of barracks.  This makes it more difficult to achieve their goals during training because it is harder to build the discipline and cohesion necessary for a successful unit.  Currently the only branch of the armed forces that segregates basic training based on gender is the Marines.  The Marines are also the only branch that houses completely separately, and it is noted that integrated housing is contributing to higher disciplinary problems.  In the army, some drill sergeants complain about the excessive time they spend investigating male/female disciplinary issues.  The Federal Advisory Committee on Gender-integrate Training observed that these issues are directly to related to mixed gender-housing.  It is difficult for trainers to sort out and correct issues.  This same committee recommended that, I quote, “…female and male recruits be housed in separate barracks. This would decrease disciplinary problems and reduce distractions from training.” (1)  Here we are given a prime example of how the mixing of gender in military training creates distraction from training.  It is unacceptable and irresponsible for us to subject our soldiers to this if it will hinder them from serving their country in battle and possibly endanger their lives.

With that being said, we can draw a parallel to what would happen with gay recruits being trained with straight ones.  Feelings of either sexual tension or homophobia would create a diversion from the main goal of unit cohesion and training.  It does nothing but create a distraction.  Basic training is extremely intense and is designed to make recruits into physically and mentally fit soldiers.  The distraction created by having gays segregated into units with straights puts our soldiers in danger.


The same committee noted that, “the present organizational structure in integrated basic training is resulting in less discipline, less unit cohesion, and more distraction from the training programs.”  The same could be said if we allow gays to share basic training with heterosexuals.  The results could be disastrous. I ask you not to cast your vote on this bill based on your personal beliefs on the subject of homosexuality.  Both sides of that argument should be able to agree that the integration of homosexuals in basic training will create an unneeded distraction in basic training. Unfortunately, certain prejudices exist that cannot be easily overcome.  There also could be an added sexual tension from homosexuals in segregated units.  These things are an unfortunate truth, so we should do what we can tot rain our soldiers in the best way possible.
(1) http://www.defenselink.mil/pubs/git/report.html#BASIC

