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The American Revolution


“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness,” and , “That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it,” are some of the lines from the Declaration of Independence, one of the most important documents in our history.  Eloquently crafted by Thomas Jefferson, one of the most brilliant men of the Revolution, the declaration has become a symbol of our great society.  The document outlines the unfair treatment of the American colonies by Britain’s King George III.  It creates the argument that should a people rights be threatened by a government, it is the right of those people to overthrow that government and establish an appropriate one.  The American Colonies, based on the actions of King George, were right in rebelling against their mother country.  After the Seven Years War, they were proud to be English and did not seek anything but equal treatment.  But things such as the Boston Massacre, the unfair taxation of the colonies without representation in parliament, and the Intolerable Acts drove them to the point of rebellion, and they were justified in doing so.


One of the things that justified the American Revolution was the Boston Massacre.  On May 5th, 1770, a group of British soldiers were being harassed by a group of angry colonists.  After feeling threatened, the British opened fire, killing five men and wounding more.  Regardless of the taunting, this was the first instance of violence against colonists, and as it became widely known it sparked more and more patriotism and desire to fight the British.  Shortly after this incident, the colonists had taken up arms against the and fired the shot heard round the world in the Battle of Lexington.  By killing US colonists that were causing them no serious harm, the British helped pave the way to the Revolution.

Also a prominent reason the colonists were justified in their rebellion was the British taxation of the colonies without giving them fair representation in Parliament.  This is more commonly known as the idea of, “No taxation without representation.”  The British had no right at this time to tax a people whom they did not supply full rights to.  As American citizens, we pay our taxes to keep our society working.  However, we would not want to pay taxes to help another nation in which we have no influence.  It is simply unjust.


Finally, the British were wrong in creating the “Intolerable Acts”, as they were known in America.  After Americans protested the tea tax by dumping a large shipment of tea into Boston Harbor in what is now known as the “Boston Tea Party” the British closed Boston Harbor until the Americans paid for the lost tea.  They also restricted to power of the Massachusetts legislature and granted more power to the governor.
