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Kelly’s “The Butler Did It” an entertaining comedy


Lisle Seniors High’s production of “The Butler Did It”, a murder mystery/ comedy, is a delightful spoof of mystery plays with side-splitting humor and a plot that keeps you guessing until the end.  

The play, written by Tim Kelly and directed by Lisle’s Aimee Taylor, starts at Ravenswood Manner on Turkey Island, where Miss Maple, an old lady known for her interesting weekend parties, has gathered together a group of mystery writers assuming the personalities of the characters they made famous.  Miss Maple (Sam Uster) has cooked up many incidents to take place during the weekend, but when an actual corpse is found, the guests quickly determine that they are in danger.

Maple, recognizing the danger, offers a large reward for the one detective who can bring the killer to justice.  This starts a web of accusations and crazy scenarios cooked up by various guests that keeps the audience member guessing until the final curtain.


One of the finest performances is turned in by Ryan Birkett, who plays the outrageous (and often confused) detective Louie Fan.  Birkett brought a hilarious approach to the most comical character in the film, leaving the audience in stitches with almost every line he delivered.  

Also turning in fine performances are Britnee Ruscetti as the stunning Charity Haze and the aforementioned Sam Uster as Miss Maple.  Both actresses brought great energy and sincerity to their roles.


The play, which ran November 17, 18, 19 in the Lisle High School Auditorium, was a good night of entertainment for the five dollar ticket price.  It ran about two hours in length, with the second act being much longer and much funnier than the first.  Each cast member is well suited for the role, especially the bizarre Birkett, who made the play especially entertaining for me.  It keeps you guessing until the end as the cast is pitted against one another in a classic mystery play.  Those around me seemed to agree, this play was well worth the time to see it.

 All in all, I would say this is a play you should see should another production be running.  It is cleverly written and keeps the audience guessing, teaching a lesson that you cannot judge a book by its cover.  At the end, you will find that not everything may be as it seems.
