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The United States is Always Right

The Spanish-American war was fought in the year 1898.  By this time, Spain’s status as a dominant world power had diminished.  Many of their territories had gained their independence and others such as Cuba and the Philippines were seeking to break away from this oppressive government.  The United States, seeking to become a greater influence in the world and spread the ideals that had made them the great country that they were, was ready to instill new forms of governments and control these areas.  The United States were correct in doing so because these areas wanted to be rid of the Spanish government, they were spreading a just form of government, and the Spanish government had treated the people of these areas poorly.  The improvements the United States could make on these areas justified their expansion.

Long before the Spanish-American war had started rebel forces had been operating in Cuba and the Philippines, seeking to gain independence from the Spanish government.  These rebellions had been happening in Cuba as early as the late 1860’s.  When the United States sought it’s independence from British rule in our Revolution, we were given support from the French government, who had hoped to weaken their enemies (the British) and gain power by doing so.  How can we ridicule our government providing this aid to another country, when our country is a product of the same kind of help?  It is hypocritical for Americans to be against the same action that helped us to become what we are.

The Cubans at the timed were being governed by Madrid, as they had been since they became occupied by the Spaniards in 1511.  In 1898 Cuba was starting to become a nexus for sugar production and required a different form of government.  They wanted to be self-governed, but these ideas never took off.   After attempts at many solutions, both peaceful and violent, it was right for America to try and instill democracy, or government by the people, to a place that wanted it.  The Spanish knew they were losing their power, and would not want to give Cuba to independence without a fight.

The Spanish government also treated it’s subjects at the time very poorly.  As aforementioned, the Spanish government did not have the means to fight rebels in Cuba and they knew this.  They responded by rounding up rebel leaders from the country side an instilling them in concentration camps in more urban areas.  This was aimed at taking them away from their base of support.  Just as Hitler would later do in World War, the Spanish had taken away general freedoms.  The United States would be able to grant these freedoms back to the people, which justified our decision to fight a war. 

During the Spanish-American war the United States once again established itself as a world power.  There is no doubt that fighting this war helped us gain much of the power we enjoy today.  However, it is unfair to say that these efforts were selfish.  In the process we ridded a people of a government they no longer wanted, help to promote self-government, and fought against a harsh and abusive government.  It was a defining period in American history and it is something we should be proud of.

