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Sonnet 71


This sonnet dramatizes the conflict between love and mortality. The speaker is commenting on the continuity of love beyond his lifespan. He explains how he doesn’t want to be remembered by his lover after he passes because he knows it will be too painful for her as well as will cause others to mock her. The speaker cares so much about this person, that he wants her to be exempt from the pain and torment of loss beyond the initial death.


The speaker begins by granting permission for his lover to mourn his death only until the bell sounds. The speaker is referring to a bell that is rung once for every year a deceased person lived if the family was willing to pay for it. The speaker’s immense love for his “friend” is illustrated by the speaker’s selflessness as he proclaims that “That I in your sweet thoughts would be forgot/ If thinking on me then should make you woe.” The speaker is saying that he would rather be forgotten by his lover than have her suffer due to his memory. Obviously, however, the speaker would love to be remembered by her as he only wants to be forgotten if it will harm her. The speaker’s willingness to forgo his ambition for that of his lovers shows the amount of dedication he has. He continues to urge his love to let go of his memory, even as she reads the sonnet, saying to let her love for him decay as his life has decayed.  Finally, he does not want his lover’s grief to be mocked by other people after he is gone.
