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Chaucer in Modern Society


While writing the Canterbury tales, Jeffery Chaucer created character that represented the different classes and profession during that time.  However, many of the traits of his pilgrims are still displayed in members of our modern society.  Two examples of these similarities would be a medieval knight and a modern firefighter.  Also a great example would be the Wife of Bath and actress Anna Nicole Smith.  Chaucer’s stories are a great example of how times may change, but common human characteristics will always survive.


One character that can be related to a modern day member of society is Chaucer’s Knight.  The characteristics of the knight can be easily related to that of a modern firefighter. The knight in Chaucer’s story is said to be a shining example of nobility and honor.  After the events of 9/11/01 the firefighters of New York showed us that they were worthy of the same description.  With the buildings in flames they raced in and tried to save people; doing the job they swore they’d do.  This also relates to the Knight who is described as strong and seasoned fighter.  The knight and these firefighters have both physical attributes and parts of their character and job in common.  This makes them a great example of how Chaucer’s work shines through today.

Actress Anna Nicole Smith is widely known for her status as Playmate of the Year and controversial marriage to billionaire J. Howard Marshall when she was 26 and he was 89.  The Wife of Bath in Chaucer’s story was a feminist who had been married five times.  Many people think that Smith was in the marriage only for the large sum of money she would inherit at his death.  This issue continues to be debated in court to this day.  The Wife of Bath could also be considered someone who simply uses men, seeing as having five marriages was unheard of at that time (and still is today.)  Anna Nicole Smith and the Wife of Bath could be seen as having very similar traits and stories, making them another great example.

As time passes many things change, however the common traits and human nature always endure the test of time.  Two examples of this are Chaucer’s Knight and modern firefighters, as well as the Wife of Bath and actress Anna Nicole Smith in the Canterbury tales.  Chaucer writes in a way that not only depicts life at his time but still has significance to this day.  This is one of the things that make him a very effective writer.
